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Abstract

Ancient starch analysis is an important methodolémgyestablishing ancient ecology,
plant use, diet, and tool function; particularly timle deep past when other proxies may not
survive. Establishing the authenticity of anciemarsh is therefore a major concern for
researchers. Despite decades of archaeologicakatiph, there are currently no empirically-
tested procedures for systematically assessingreaheting intra-laboratory contamination. At
the Universities of Oxford and Calgary, we havetagslaboratory consumables, airborne
contaminants, and decontamination techniques (gadidin, boiling, autoclaving, torching) to

establish contamination sources, types and quesitiis well as the most effective methods of
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