
Accepted Manuscript

Headhunting and amphitheatre combat in Roman London, England: new evidence
from the Walbrook Valley

Rebecca Redfern, Heather Bonney

PII: S0305-4403(13)00443-3

DOI: 10.1016/j.jas.2013.12.013

Reference: YJASC 3921

To appear in: Journal of Archaeological Science

Received Date: 1 November 2013

Revised Date: 20 December 2013

Accepted Date: 23 December 2013

Please cite this article as: Redfern, R., Bonney, H., Headhunting and amphitheatre combat in Roman
London, England: new evidence from the Walbrook Valley, Journal of Archaeological Science (2014),
doi: 10.1016/j.jas.2013.12.013.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to
our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2013.12.013


M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

Title 

Headhunting and amphitheatre combat in Roman London, England: new evidence from the 

Walbrook Valley 

 

Author affiliations 

Dr Rebecca Redfern (Corresponding author) 

Centre for Human Bioarchaeology 

Museum of London 

150 London Wall 

London 

EC2Y 5HN 

rredfern@museumoflondon.org.uk 

 

Ms Heather Bonney 

Earth Sciences Department 

Natural History Museum 

Cromwell Road 

London 

SW7 5BD 

h.bonney@nhm.ac.uk 

 

Abstract 
In 1988, the disarticulated human remains of forty Roman individuals were discovered at 52-
63 London Wall, London. Examination of the sample using techniques employed by forensic 
anthropology and entomology found that some of the material had been deposited in open 
waterlogged pits. The majority of the sample was adult males who had evidence for multiple 
peri-mortem blunt- and sharp- force injuries; many also had healed injuries, suggesting that 
violence was a common feature of their life. Despite the fact that this material was recovered 
from an industrial area in the upper Walbrook valley of London, the evidence for trauma, 
their context and associated archaeological and environmental evidence reveals that these 
deposits are markedly different from other published examples of human remains from the 
Walbrook stream and River Thames, and may represent the remains of headhunting by the 
Roman army and/or defeated gladiators 
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