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a b s t r a c t

This article aims to reveal and highlight the socio-spatial processes related to the establishment, reor-
ganisation and consolidation of rural life in informal settlements in the urban ravines of Valparaiso, as
shown through social representations of inhabitants. These urban neighbourhoods located in the ravines
of Valparaiso are a complex socio-spatial reality embedding meaning, representations, and social
imaginaries associate with rural life.

To understand the logic of this kind of appropriation of space in the ravines settlements, we worked
with and studied the key players, the inhabitants who showed and revealed from their experiences,
expectations and actions this imaginary reconstruction of rural life in urban areas.

© 2016 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction: social representation

The phenomenon on informal urbanization in the ravines of
Valparaiso began in an early stage, as an evolutionary process
where settlers self-constructed their shelters while gaining access
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to urban conditions. This evolutionary process of family relocations
is a consequence of successive earthquakes (Pino & Ojeda, 2013) as
well as the rural-urban migration that occurred in the early nine-
teenth century, when Valparaiso was the most important port on
the Southern Pacific Rim (Pino, 2015) (Figs. 1 and 2).

The process of the appropriation of the ravines of Valparaiso has
involved a complex construction of social representations with a
direct impact on the built environment. Jodelet defines the notion
of social representation as 'away of interpreting and thinking about
our daily life, a form of social knowledge. [ … ] it is mental activity

displayed by individuals and groups to set their positions with
respect to situations, events, objects and communications con-
cerning them' (1984, 3). According to Flament, social representa-
tions are ‘an organised set of cognitions regarding an object shared
by members of a homogeneous population in relation to that ob-
ject’ (in Negura, 2006). For this city, each ravine as an urban unit is
defined and identified by locals as a neighbourhood and as a ter-
ritory containing a number of representations.

This article focuses on the social representations inhabitants
create of ravines as informal settlements, allowing us to recognise

Fig. 1. Map of Valparaiso indicating the 12 ravines that were studied. Source: author.
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