
Accepted Manuscript

Boundary organizations and environmental governance: Performance, institu-
tional design, and conceptual development

Karin M Gustafsson, Rolf Lidskog

PII: S2212-0963(17)30004-9
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crm.2017.11.001
Reference: CRM 135

To appear in: Climate Risk Management

Received Date: 5 January 2017
Revised Date: 23 October 2017
Accepted Date: 10 November 2017

Please cite this article as: K.M. Gustafsson, R. Lidskog, Boundary organizations and environmental governance:
Performance, institutional design, and conceptual development, Climate Risk Management (2017), doi: https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.crm.2017.11.001

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to our customers
we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crm.2017.11.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crm.2017.11.001
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crm.2017.11.001


  

Boundary organizations and environmental regulation 1 

 

 

Boundary organizations and environmental governance: Performance, institutional design, 

and conceptual development 

 

Karin M Gustafsson1 and Rolf Lidskog2  

 

 

1 Environmental Sociology Section, Örebro University, SE- 701-82 Örebro, Sweden 

Telephone: +46(0)19303184, e-mail: karin.m.gustafsson@oru.se (corresponding author)  

2 Environmental Sociology Section, Örebro University, SE- 701-82 Örebro, Sweden. 

Telephone: +46(0)19303184, e-mail: rolf.lidskog@oru.se  

 

 

Abstract: The concept boundary organization has been introduced to identify and explain a 

specific way of organizing the interface between science and policy. Although the original 

meaning of the concept has been criticized, the term has come to be frequently used in 

studies of knowledge transfer and science-policy relations. This usage constitutes the reason 

for this paper, which investigates how the concept of boundary organization has come to be 

used and defined and explores its contribution to the discussion of the organization of the 

science-policy interplay. The analysis finds that despite its spread and usage, the concept 

boundary organization does not refer to any specific form of organization and does not per 

se give any guidance about how to organize science-policy interplay. Instead, boundary 

organization is mainly used as an empirical label when studying the governance of expertise 

and the management of science-policy interfaces. This finding is also true for studies of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which describe that organization as a boundary 

organization without saying anything about what that label means in terms of institutional 

design and practical implications. However, to label an organization as a boundary 

organization nevertheless works performatively; it shapes an organization’s identity, may 

provide legitimacy, and can also stabilize the interactions between it and other 

organizations. Therefore, boundary organization is an important concept, but primarily as a 

way to facilitate interaction. Thus, the focus of research should be on analyzing how the 

concept is used and what its implications are for the organization studied. 
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1. Introduction 

A number of public issues have increasingly become dependent on expertise and expert 

knowledge. This dependence has resulted in enormous growth not only of policy-relevant 

science, knowledge brokers and expert panels but also of new assessment systems and 

knowledge sites (Beck et al. 2014; Mitchell et al. 2006; Nowotny et al. 2001). Thus, the 

generation of both knowledge and policymaking have become increasingly related, and 
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