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Abstract

We provide a new approach to the measurement of issue salience that
explains how the salience of an issue among voters and the position of the
parties on a given issue interact to each other and determine vote choices
and aggregate election results. Analyzing the spatial model of voting, we
show how voting probabilities can be estimated by a multinomial logit
regression where the ideal policy locations of voters on each issue dimen-
sions are independent variables, and where no individual specific percep-
tion about the location of the political parties is used in the regression.
The pieces of survey information that are used to calculate issue-salience
are: i) specific position of respondents on each issue dimension, ii) vote
choice, and iii) the policy position of parties on each issue dimension,
which is measure by the mean perceived position. Rather, only an ag-
gregate estimate of party positions on issues is needed. To demonstrate
the mechanics and value of the approach, we analyze regional elections
in the Basque province of Spain. In that region, we find that the left-
right dimension is about two times more salient than nationalism. The
nationalism issue is, however, more divisive than the left-right issue. This
shows that the issue that voters care more about, may not coincide with
the issue on which the parties offer more distinctive policies.
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