Accepted Manuscript

Ideology, Party Systems and Corruption Voting in European Democracies

Nicholas Charron, Associate Professor, Andreas Bagenholm, Assistant Professor

Pll: S0261-3794(15)00229-2
DOI: 10.1016/j.electstud.2015.11.022
Reference: JELS 1663

To appearin:  Electoral Studies

Received Date: 16 February 2015
Revised Date: 19 November 2015
Accepted Date: 25 November 2015

Please cite this article as: Charron, N., Bagenholm, A., Ideology, Party Systems and Corruption Voting in
European Democracies, Electoral Studies (2015), doi: 10.1016/j.electstud.2015.11.022.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to

our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all

legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2015.11.022

Ideology, Party Systemsand Corruption Votingin

European Democracies

Abstract: What is the impact of corruption on citizens’ wmgt behavior? There is a
growing literature on an increasingly ubiquitougde in many democratic countries:
that corrupt officials continue to be re-electedvibyers. In this study we address this
issue with a novel theory and newly collected orddjisurvey data for 24 European
countries. The crux of the argument is that votiglsodlogy is a salient factor in
explaining why citizens would continue voting fboetr preferred party despite the fact
that it has been involved in a corruption scanDaleloping a theory of supply (number
of effective parties) and demand (voters must lzeeptable ideological alternatives to
their preferred party), we posit that there is alaped relationship between the
likelihood of corruption voting and where voterag# themselves on the left/right
spectrum. The further to the fringes, the morelyiltke voters are to neglect corruption
charges and continue to support their party. Howesethe number of viable party
alternatives increases, the effect of ideology®eeted to play a smaller role. In systems
with a large number of effective parties, the cussexpected to be flat, as the likelihood
that the fringe voters also have a clean and redspindeologically close alternative to
switch to. The hypothesis implies a cross levidraction for which we find strong and
robust empirical evidence using hierarchical modglin addition, we provide empirical
insights about how individual level ideology andintry level party systems - among
other factors - impact a voter’s decision to swipelties or stay home in the face of their
party being involved in a corruption scandal
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