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Abstract

As a social subsystem that is an inextricable part of the community, schools have the potential to play
a role as a principal actor in building community resilience against disasters through their mandate for
education, information sharing, and their broad stakeholder networks. This study aims to examine the
current status of the school-community collaborative network and its contributing factors in enhancing
disaster resilience in the tsunami risk area in Aceh. In the first part of this paper, we analyzed the
findings from a study in coastal areas of Banda Aceh and Aceh Besar to explore the current condition
of the school-community collaboration. The study was conducted using a case study methodology. The
data collection involved in-depth interviews with six teachers and six school principals, Focus Group
Discussion (FGDs) at six schools, questionnaire survey to 148 teachers and school principals in 37
schools, and a workshop of 30 participants that come from schools, school committees, government,
community leader, universities, and NGOs. The steps involved in identifying the network stakeholders,
the strength of the relationship between parties in the network, and the opportunities and challenges
schools face in building relationships. This study demonstrates that school-community collaborative
network can be an active and needed support for the school itself while also providing a mutual benefit
to the other stakeholders in the network. Some factors that contributed to strong school-community
collaborative network were also identified.
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1. Introduction

The aim of disaster education is not only to enrich the knowledge and awareness, but also
to address the importance of translating knowledge that triggers informed decision or actions
to protect in the face of large-scale disaster [1, 2].

The importance of disaster education was highlighted in the Hyogo Framework for
Action (HFA) 2005-2015 as one of the strategic measures in mitigating the impact of
disasters. The Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2015-2030, the
successor framework to the HFA also emphasized the importance of increasing public
education and awareness of disaster risk in the post-disaster recovery, rehabilitation and
reconstruction phase [3, 4].

As a social subsystem that is an inextricable part of the community, the school has the
responsibility to deliver disaster education in knowledge development for building
community resilience to the effort of managing a disaster risk [5].

One of the most effective long-term efforts in managing disaster is education because it
provides the community with the necessary tools (information, skills, and knowledge) to cope
with disaster [6]. Schools as an educational institution have the potential to play a role as a
principal actor in building community resilience against disasters through their mandate for
education, information sharing, and their broad stakeholder networks [2, 7]. Several studies
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