Author’s Accepted Manuscript

Can a future city enhance urban resilience and
sustainability? A political ecology analysis of Eko
Atlantic city, Nigeria

Idowu Ajibade

www.elsevier.comlocate/jjdr
PII: S2212-4209(17)30268-6
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.1jdrr.2017.09.029

Reference:  IJDRR658
To appear in: International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction

Cite this article as: Idowu Ajibade, Can a future city enhance urban resilience and
sustainability? A political ecology analysis of Eko Atlantic city, Nigeria,
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2017.09.029

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


http://www.elsevier.com/locate/ijdr
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2017.09.029
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2017.09.029

Can a future city enhance urban resilience and sustainability? A political ecology

analysis of Eko Atlantic city, Nigeria.

Idowu Ajibade, PhD

Balsillie School of International Affairs

67 Erb Street West

Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2

Email: jajibade@balsillieschool.ca

office Tel: +1 226 772 3098

Cell: +1 226 378 6407

There is a consensus on the detrimental impacts of erosion and storm surges on the coast
of Lagos, Nigeria but no agreement on whether the proposed Eko Atlantic City (EAC)
adaptation project would lead to urban resilience and sustainability. This on-going modern
city construction on the Atlantic Ocean is presented by its planners as a permanent solution
to ocean intrusion and a model of adaptation, urban development, and economic growth,
suggesting ‘all good things go together’ even in a changing climate. In this study, I explore
the costs and risks of this future city to Greater Lagos in the broader context of resilience
planning, capitalist urbanisation, disaster risk, and climate change. | draw on newspaper
articles, in-depth interviews, and focus group discussions to unravel the relations of power,
politics, and discourses that have served to legitimize and re-position the project as a
positive-sum adaptation despite public concerns over maladaptation. Informed by urban
political ecology, this paper reveals that while the EAC might hold promises of short-term
storm mitigation on Victoria [sland, in the long run it will re-shape the physical, economic,
political, and socio-cultural ‘riskscape’ of Lagos with particular implications for
marginalised communities and future generations. This developing country case study

presents an opportunity for further discussion on adaptation governance, disaster risk

reduction, and city transformation.
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