Author’s Accepted Manuscript

Seniors’ disaster resilience: A scoping review of the -
literature

Crystal Kwan, Christine A. Walsh

www.elsevier.comlocate/jjdr

PII: S2212-4209(17)30240-6
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/;.1jdrr.2017.09.010
Reference: IJDRR639

To appear in:  International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction

Received date: 4 May 2017
Revised date: 22 August 2017
Accepted date: 2 September 2017

Cite this article as: Crystal Kwan and Christine A. Walsh, Seniors’ disaster

resilience: A scoping review of the literature, International Journal of Disaster
Risk Reduction, http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/}.ijdrr.2017.09.010

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.


http://www.elsevier.com/locate/ijdr
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2017.09.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2017.09.010

Seniors’ disaster resilience: A scoping review of the literature 1

Seniors’ disaster resilience: A scoping review of the literature

Corresponding Author: Crystal Kwan
Corresponding Author’s Affiliation: Faculty of Social Work, University of Calgary, Canada
Corresponding Author’s Contact Information: e-mail: crystalyeegitkwan@hotmail.com
Address: 2500 University Drive NW, Calgary, AB, Canada, T2N 1N4

Second Author: Christine A. Walsh
Second Author’s Affiliation: Faculty of Social Work, University of Calgary, Canada

Keywords: Seniors; Disaster Resilience; Disaster Management Cycle; Literature Review; Scoping
Review

Abstract:

In 2000, for the first time in human history, the global number of older adults surpassed the
number of children. Globally, the older adult population will continue to grow at
unprecedented rates. The number of older adults is projected to increase to 1.5 billion by 2050.
These changes have significant social and economic implications, and for future disaster risk
reduction practice and policy. The purpose of this paper is to use coping review methodology to
identify the evidence-based knowledge on the main drivers of seniors’ resilience throughout
the disaster management cycle: i) mitigation, ii) preparedness, iii) response, and iv) recovery.
The review highlights six points of discussion that may help to guide future disaster
management research, policy, and practice. Overall a stronger research agenda on seniors’
disaster resilience is necessary, without such evidence seniors may continue to experience
disproportionate disaster outcomes.

1. Introduction
In 2000, for the first time in human history, the global number of older adults (60+)
surpassed the number of children (14 years of age and under) (United Nations Population Fund
[UNFPA] & HelpAge International [HAI], 2012). Population ageing is a result of decreased
fertility rates and increased life expectancies (Shetty, 2012). Worldwide, the older adult
population will continue to grow at unprecedented rates, whereby the number of older adults is
projected to triple to 1.5 billion between 2010 and 2050 (World Health Organization [WHO],

2011). By 2050, one in five persons in the world will be 60 years of age or older (UNFPA &

HAI, 2012). These changes have significant social and economic implications and for future
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