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Abstract  
The DRIB Index- Disaster Risk Indicators in Brazil - provides a tool to help assess, visualise and 
communicate different levels of exposure, vulnerability and risk in Brazil. The index may 
sensitise public and political decision-makers towards the important topic of disaster risk and 
climate change adaptation. This article aims to explore the feasibility and usefulness of such a 
national risk index that considers both natural hazard phenomena and social vulnerability. The 
exposure to natural hazards was assessed by using four indicators that describe the exposure 
of people towards landslides, floods, droughts and sea level rise. Whereas vulnerability 
dimension consists of susceptibility, coping capacity and adaptive capacity was calculated on 
the basis of 32 indicators which comprise social, economic and environmental conditions of a 
society. The county comparison provides an initial ranking of exposure and vulnerability. 
Specific analysis of coping and adaptation capacities also indicates that risk or vulnerability are 
not pre-defined conditions, but rather are constructed by societies exposed to natural hazards.  
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