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Highlights 

 In this treatment sample, onset of opioid use occurred during late adolescence. 

 Transitions to opioid dependence and treatment-seeking occurred in early adulthood. 

 Birth cohort, child maltreatment and later use predicted rapid onset of dependence. 

 <10 years school, depression and alcohol dependence predicted treatment delay. 

 Mid-adolescence is a critical period for targeting interventions. 
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