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Background: Men who have sex with men (MSM) report drug use more frequently than non-MSM,
however data are lacking that examine the disparity within racial and ethnic groups.

Methods: Using a nationally representative sample of men in the US stratified by race and ethnicity, we
present prevalence estimates of self-reported drug use comparing MSM to non-MSM.

Results: Prevalence of self-reported drug use was greater among MSM compared to non-MSM, with the
exception of heroin. White MSM reported greatest drug use overall, with amphetamine use representing
the greatest disparity compared to black or Hispanic MSM. Hispanic MSM reported the greatest crack/
cocaine and heroin use. Men who reported using drugs were younger then men who did not report using
drugs; there were no age patterns of reported drug use among MSM.

Conclusion: Drug use is a public health concern among MSM, compounding a racial and ethnic disparity.
Intersectionality is a useful framework for identifying subgroups with highest reported rates of drug use.

© 2016 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

Background

In addition to men who have sex with men (MSM) reporting
greater drug use compared with non-MSM (McCabe, Hughes,
Bostwick, West, & Boyd, 2009), there are also drug use differences
between racial and ethnic groups among all men (Cooper,
Friedman, Tempalski, Friedman, & Keem, 2005). It is important
to consider these characteristics jointly within a framework that
acknowledges simultaneous dimensions of minority stress,
including racial, ethnic, and sexual discrimination. The minority
stress model posits that sexual minorities experience chronic
stress as a result of discrimination and stigmatization experienced
throughout their lives, which results in increases in anxiety,
depression, and substance use (IOM, 2011). The intersectionality
framework acknowledges that identities do not exist in a vacuum
and focuses on the additive effects of simultaneous dimensions of
minority stress, including, racial, ethnic, class, gender, and sexual
discrimination (Gamson & Moon, 2004).
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While literature is replete with estimates of substance use by
sexual identity or race and ethnicity, few consider the intersecting
effects of race, ethnicity, and sexual behaviour in the general
population. For example, methamphetamines have greater use
among Caucasian men (CDC, 2015a), crack has lower use among
Hispanic men (Palamar, Davies, Ompad, Cleland, & Weitzman,
2015), while racial minorities may be less likely to use powder
cocaine (Palamar et al., 2015). By not considering the joint effects
of race, ethnicity, and sexual behaviour, spurious associations with
outcomes related to sexual behaviors and drug use (such as risk of
HIV infection) may be induced (Kaufman & MacLehose, 2013). It is
well known that risk of HIV and other sexually transmitted
infections increases after drug use, for example by needle sharing
or unprotected anal intercourse (CDC, 2015b; Mimiaga et al., 2010;
Plankey et al., 2007). Therefore, the aim of this study was to
demonstrate an intersectionality approach to improving estimates
of drug use among MSM compared with non-MSM stratified by
racial and ethnic groups using example data from a US-based
nationally representative sample of men.

Methods

The source population for this study was the National
Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions

j.drugpo.2016.01.008

Please cite this article in press as: Goldstein, N. D., et al. Drug use among men by sexual behaviour, race and ethnicity: Prevalence
estimates from a nationally representative US sample. International Journal of Drug Policy (2016), http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/



http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.01.008
mailto:ng338@drexel.edu
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.01.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.01.008
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/09553959
www.elsevier.com/locate/drugpo
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.01.008

G Model
DRUPOL-1705; No. of Pages 4

2 N.D. Goldstein et al./International Journal of Drug Policy xxx (2016) XxX—xXX
(NESARC), a longitudinal survey conducted between 2001-2002 = )
(wave #1) and 2004-2005 (wave #2) designed to measure alcohol, ® :N: & ’j 8T g <6
tobacco, and drug use in the civilian, non-institutionalized US Z R
population 18 years of age and older (Grant & Kaplan, 2005). As g :. ; :. :: ; i : :g
sexual behaviour was only assessed in the second wave of NESARC, ~ |2|28I8E]22T
the study population included all male respondents in wave #2, a § S|laMm=oo=minn
S N MO NO =S
subset of men who completed wave #1. N =2 R
Data in NESARC were collected during face-to-face computer- E o
assisted personal interviews. Drug use was recorded as ever/never g e ma2e
for each NESARC drug category based on a positive response to 2 |< 8 g iﬁl 7 2 R gfi
either lifetime use (assessed in wave #1) or recent use since the E cldth 3T Edd
first wave (assessed in wave #2). These categories included use of g L2296 z -
sedatives, tranquilizers, opioids, amphetamines, cannabis, crack/ g =t 3% 2’ ;‘.:’ 2 2 ,‘:’ = g g’
cocaine, hallucinogens, inhalants, and heroin. Reporting a history 2 |g|SShd g Ewn
of male sexual partners (yes/no) was used to classify MSM
behaviour. Hispanic ethnicity and race were self-reported as non- 2 — S
Hispanic black or African American, non-Hispanic white, and & § RS $$ o= ’n?,p
Hispanic or Latino. NESARC methodology only allowed a single g Tla ﬁ RN i 1 MRS
race to be captured, with no “other” category; therefore all races = ElNGaN oo
. . g | = S|lun—aoN0ga —~ .
could be coded to the preceding categories. Only men that RS 21838322480
responded to the drug and sexual partner questions were eligible T2 |tluneeamnae
for inclusion in the final analysis. S|z |Z2|heoengeamns
NESARC employed a complex survey design that oversampled g é )
black and Hispanic persons and was weighted to adjust for =g P g'@‘s‘g
nonresponse. To arrive at generalizable estimates of drug use % g ????I%%?ﬁ
prevalences, all proportions take into account the multistage § g g NeNR4R9n S “
sampling, with stratification, clustering, and weighting of the =8 |F|m-""=g———& g
study population. Analyses were conducted using R 3.1.0 212 |S|8¥88288h =
(R Foundation for Statistical Computing, Vienna, Austria) using _% 5 za SRAINI I T By B g
the survey package. 9 = [RARARRRE AR ‘:
<< — =1
Results E - ﬁ,\,\ﬁg@ﬁﬁﬁ E
= N RSN CR NN =z
. . ‘= ¥R L?T g °
Among 13,773 eligible men in the second wave of NESARC, 617 E|= Elanoeas22g| g & g
(4%) reported MSM behaviour, which did not vary by race and 0| S & e § § dgw|E %%
ethnicity. The majority of the sample were non-Hispanic white g E E CmONRSNNN E LS o
men (76%), with the remainder approximately equally distributed 2|z |2|PNFNgen =S| 8wy 3 g
among non-Hispanic black (11%) and Hispanic or Latino (13%) men. zle e 7 s
Prevalence proportions, counts and 95% confidence intervals of % el N f . ;gg . E % E‘
self-reported drug use are given in Table 1. &= Ei'l:. §:. ns g E 588 % 5 2w
Among all men in NESARC, prevalence of drug use was greater g|E 5 behRdm 4 ’;‘ g =9 i 83 < é %
for MSM compared with non-MSM, with the exception of heroin, ;D & | L : 2 g : < : :. : dls E é ; £ s § RS
which was reported more frequently among non-MSM compared 5T |S|lasmneacansS 2585 :3 £E2 55
to MSM (1% vs. 0%). Cannabis use was the most prevalent drug EE S |g|hEse=pnusFno 2R ? & a ; g, E
reported with 42% use among MSM and 2_7% use among n01_1—MSM. % _ 2 ;‘.;.z > g = ‘é =2
Inhalants represented the greatest disparity in use: approximately I 9 ~ o TE g %; Ez= 23
10% of MSM reported use compared with less than 3% of non-MSM, g Sleagsy SRe < S S % g8 E § 2
a four-fold increase. 5 Vi idsals E;éégéé iy
Among black men, use of tranquilizers (6% vs. 2%), opioids (7% vs. E ElowmgossenN|$2EES8y £%
. . [ S|lggdrrdadyo |¥5FE5E =°
5%), cannabis (38% vs. 29%), and hallucinogens (5% vs. 3%) were more ,ﬂé g %@gg@gg%@ g §0 g § g S % St g
prevalent among MSM compared to non-MSM. White MSM P £ Nneummy~neo L;’ 2 % CE¢ £ £ 4‘;
reported greater drug use for all categories compared to white g z N S 53 5 E°§ = gy
non-MSM except heroin, which was more frequently reported E o = EE Sod :E
among non-MSM compared to MSM (1% vs. 0%). Hispanic MSM S|z SRNentaa._ |5 g&" £E g s = ‘j;
reported greater drug use for all categories. 5 advaYTT g TE3.0z5 = £
When comparing racial and ethnic groups, all drug categories— g ? = «_5 ;'r :' :' ; E E 133 §% ZE8 )
except crack/cocaine and heroin-appeared more prevalent in TE e Tt T TN DS &8 § 2 z £ § g5 §
white MSM compared with black and Hispanic MSM, while crack/ Elg |E BBEREZ=28d = S § ® %é B E" o g
cocaine and heroin had the highest prevalence of use among S E & GoatenIaNs|E = ?OE L::DEDS § E
Hispanic MSM. Proportions of drug use among Hispanic MSM g1< IZ|mrmremyemne e = £ s § SEE g
generally mirrored those of white MSM, exceeding black MSM self- £ o . "T: EE=° ek g: 3
reported use. Amphetamine use represented the greatest disparity e|gs v o2 g2 5 g g B g P & é
with greater than seven-fold increase in use comparing white to o | €% o S £ ¢ g% ScEf3s ;E é £t
black MSM (14% vs. 2%), followed by inhalants with a four-fold - % a: Z 53 g ‘E §g s £ gé?/ %é %E E g % =
increase (12% vs. 3%). Among non-MSM, all drug categories—except = g E g § 5 ‘§§ Ea E _’:: :QE < ac SEEES T E
cannabis and heroin-were again more prevalent in white men, e& |’ e CeESE|E re e m e ms

Please cite this article in press as: Goldstein, N. D., et al. Drug use among men by sexual behaviour, race and ethnicity: Prevalence
estimates from a nationally representative US sample. International Journal of Drug Policy (2016), http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/
j.drugpo.2016.01.008



http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.01.008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2016.01.008

Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7512628

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/7512628

Daneshyari.com


https://daneshyari.com/en/article/7512628
https://daneshyari.com/article/7512628
https://daneshyari.com

