
 

Accepted Manuscript

Maternal and perinatal outcomes by planned place of birth among
women with low-risk pregnancies in high-income countries: A
systematic review and meta-analysis

Vanessa Scarf , Chris Rossiter , Saraswathi Vedam ,
Hannah G Dahlen , David Ellwood , Della Forster ,
Maralyn J Foureur , Helen McLachlan , Jeremy Oats ,
David Sibbritt , Charlene Thornton , Caroline S E Homer

PII: S0266-6138(18)30097-4
DOI: 10.1016/j.midw.2018.03.024
Reference: YMIDW 2235

To appear in: Midwifery

Received date: 14 November 2017
Revised date: 1 March 2018
Accepted date: 26 March 2018

Please cite this article as: Vanessa Scarf , Chris Rossiter , Saraswathi Vedam , Hannah G Dahlen ,
David Ellwood , Della Forster , Maralyn J Foureur , Helen McLachlan , Jeremy Oats ,
David Sibbritt , Charlene Thornton , Caroline S E Homer , Maternal and perinatal outcomes by
planned place of birth among women with low-risk pregnancies in high-income countries: A systematic
review and meta-analysis, Midwifery (2018), doi: 10.1016/j.midw.2018.03.024

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and
all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2018.03.024
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.midw.2018.03.024


ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

1 
 

Highlights 

 The review compared studies of births planned in hospital, birth centres and 

at home 

 A specific instrument appraised quality of evidence in research on birth 

setting 

 Studies varied in design, location, context and definition of key terms 

 High quality studies found no statistically significant difference in infant 

mortality by setting 

 Women have higher odds of normal vaginal birth at home or in birth centres 
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