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Abstract 

In 2015, the International Confederation of Midwives launched the Midwifery Services Framework: a 

new evidence-based tool to guide countries through the process of improving their sexual, 

reproductive, maternal and newborn health services through strengthening and developing the 

midwifery workforce. The Midwifery Services Framework is aligned with key global architecture for 

sexual, reproductive, maternal and newborn health and human resources for health, and with the 

recommendations of the 2014 Lancet Series on Midwifery. This second in a series of three papers 

describes the process of implementing the Midwifery Services Framework: the preparatory work, 
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