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Abstract 

Background 

Subjective social status (SSS), or perception of rank on the social hierarchy, is an 

important indicator of various health outcomes. However, the psychosocial influences on 

this construct are unclear, and how these influences vary across different 

sociodemographic groups is poorly understood.  

Methods 

Participants were 2,077 African-American and Whites (M age = 47.85; 57% female; 58% 

African American, and 58% above poverty) from the Healthy Aging in Neighborhoods of 

Diversity across the Life Span (HANDLS) study. Multiple regression analyses examined 

(1) hypothesized psychosocial indicators of SSS and (2) the moderating effect of race and 

sex on the variables associated with SSS.  

Results 

In addition to the traditional measures of SES (i.e. income, employment, and education), 

psychosocial variables (i.e. depressive symptomatology, neighborhood satisfaction, and 

self-rated health) were significantly associated with SSS. However, some of these 
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