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Abstract 

There is a strong negative correlation between increasing life expectancy 

and decreasing lifespan variation, a measure of inequality. Previous 

research suggests that countries achieving a high level of life expectancy 

later in time generally do so with lower lifespan variation than forerunner 

countries. This may be because they are able to capitalise on lessons 

already learnt. However, a few countries achieve a high level of life 

expectancy later in time with higher inequality. Scotland appears to be 

such a country and presents an interesting case study because it 

previously experienced lower inequality when reaching the same level of 

life expectancy as its closest comparator England and Wales. We 

calculated life expectancy and lifespan variation for Scotland and England 

and Wales for the years 1950 to 2012, comparing Scotland to England 

and Wales when it reached the same level of life expectancy later on in 
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