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Abstract

Urbanisation and population ageing have focused attention on cities as important settings for
healthy ageing. This paper considers opportunities, challenges and solutions of using
photovoice methods for exploring how individuals perceive their cities and the contribution
this makes to their health. It focuses on one aspect of older people’s experiences - respect and
social inclusion, in the context of a community-based participatory research. Drawing on
selected findings (participants’ photographs, associated quotes and researchers’ field notes),
we provide an assessment of the suitability of photovoice methodology for the intended
purpose. Four groups of older people (n=26; aged 60 years or more) from four contrasting
geographical areas in Liverpool, UK, were recruited purposively. Participants photographed
perceived positive and negative aspects of respect and social inclusion in the city, reflecting
on the meanings of the photographs in individual (n=23) and group interviews (n=9).

Thematic and content analysis was conducted using NVivo 10 software.

The work reported here provides insights into how participants engage with the photovoice

process; factors preventing taking photos of interest; and how photographs complement
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