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Abstract: Over the past decades, the Vehicle Routing Problem (VRP) and its variants have grown ever
more popular in the academic literature. Yet, the problem characteristics and assumptions vary widely
and few literature reviews have made an effort to classify the existing articles accordingly. In this
article, we present a taxonomic review of the VRP literature published between 2009 and June 2015.
Based on an adapted version of an existing comprehensive taxonomy, we classify 277 articles and
analyze the trends in the VRP literature. This classification is the first to categorize the articles to this
level of detail.
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1. Introduction

Dantzig & Ramser (1959) were the first to introduce the " Truck Dispatching Problem", modeling
how a fleet of homogeneous trucks could serve the demand for oil of a number of gas stations from a
central hub and with a minimum travelled distance. Five years later, Clarke & Wright (1964)
generalized this problem to a linear optimization problem that is commonly encountered in the
domain of logistics and transport: i.e., how to serve a set of customers, geographically dispersed

around the central depot, using a fleet of trucks with varying capacities. This became known as the
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