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Abstract: The Potomac and Anacostia rivers have a history of being contaminated with organic 

and inorganic contaminants. In the past, significant Hg, Pb, and Zn have been found in sediments 

of these rivers. Thus, monitoring of metals the Potomac River basin sediments has become a 

high priority. Sediments from ten locations in the Potomac River basin were collected, and the 

concentrations of Al, Co, Cr, Cu, Fe, Mg, Mn, Ni, Pb, and Zn were determined by ICP-OES. 

Sediments from urban and commercial areas typically had higher concentrations of metals than 
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