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1. Introduction

The catalysis of organic reactions by metals still represents one
of the most powerful tools in organic synthesis [1], with a special

mention for asymmetric transition-metal catalysis allowing highly
enantioselective reactions to be performed. Efforts to develop
novel asymmetric transformations have focused for a long time
on the use of metals, including palladium, rhodium, copper, irid-

Scheme 1. Hydrolytic kinetic resolutions of azido epoxides catalyzed with a salen cobalt complex and total syntheses of (+)-L-733,060 and DAB-1 [15,16].
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