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ABSTRACT

L eaf waxes have been assumed to be the dominant source of wax delivered
to sediment. However, wooden branches and twigs have not been widely
considered in this context and could be a potential source of wax lipidsin
fire places or combustion structures. Black sedimentary layers are the main
material of open-air archaeological combustion structures and represent
either carbonized fuel (wood) or the charred ground beneath the fire (mainly
leaves) and it is difficult to discern between the two sources. To identify
different plant parts as components of combustion residues, fresh and

charred leaves, branches and twigs (bark and xylem) of the Celtis australis
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