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Abstract

District heating networks are commonly addressed in the literature as one of the most effective solutions for decreasing the 
greenhouse gas emissions from the building sector. These systems require high investments which are returned through the heat
sales. Due to the changed climate conditions and building renovation policies, heat demand in the future could decrease, 
prolonging the investment return period. 
The main scope of this paper is to assess the feasibility of using the heat demand – outdoor temperature function for heat demand 
forecast. The district of Alvalade, located in Lisbon (Portugal), was used as a case study. The district is consisted of 665 
buildings that vary in both construction period and typology. Three weather scenarios (low, medium, high) and three district 
renovation scenarios were developed (shallow, intermediate, deep). To estimate the error, obtained heat demand values were 
compared with results from a dynamic heat demand model, previously developed and validated by the authors.
The results showed that when only weather change is considered, the margin of error could be acceptable for some applications
(the error in annual demand was lower than 20% for all weather scenarios considered). However, after introducing renovation 
scenarios, the error value increased up to 59.5% (depending on the weather and renovation scenarios combination considered). 
The value of slope coefficient increased on average within the range of 3.8% up to 8% per decade, that corresponds to the 
decrease in the number of heating hours of 22-139h during the heating season (depending on the combination of weather and 
renovation scenarios considered). On the other hand, function intercept increased for 7.8-12.7% per decade (depending on the 
coupled scenarios). The values suggested could be used to modify the function parameters for the scenarios considered, and 
improve the accuracy of heat demand estimations.

© 2017 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd.
Peer-review under responsibility of the Scientific Committee of The 15th International Symposium on District Heating and 
Cooling.

Keywords: Heat demand; Forecast; Climate change

Energy Procedia 133 (2017) 327–335

1876-6102 © 2017 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd.
Peer-review under responsibility of the scientific committee of the Climamed 2017 – Mediterranean Conference of HVAC; Historical 
buildings retrofit in the Mediterranean area
10.1016/j.egypro.2017.09.395

10.1016/j.egypro.2017.09.395 1876-6102

© 2017 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd.
Peer-review under responsibility of the scientific committee of the Climamed 2017 – Mediterranean Conference of HVAC;  
Historical buildings retrofit in the Mediterranean area

Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

ScienceDirect 
Energy Procedia 00 (2017) 000–000 

 www.elsevier.com/locate/procedia 

1876-6102 © 2017 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
Peer-review under responsibility of the scientific committee of the Climamed 2017 – Mediterranean Conference of HVAC; Historical buildings 
retrofit in the Mediterranean area.

Climamed 2017 – Mediterranean Conference of HVAC; Historical buildings retrofit in the 
Mediterranean area, 12-13 May 2017, Matera, Italy 

Reuse of an ancient church: thermal aspect for integrated solutions 
Giovanni Semprinia,*, Claudio Gallib, Silvia Farinac

aDepartment of Industrial Engineering - University of Bologna, Viale Risorgimento 2, Bologna 40136, Italy 
bDepartment of Architecture  - University of Bologna, Viale Risorgimento 2, Bologna 40136, Italy 

cFree-lance Professional, Via L.C.Farini, Cesena 47522, Italy  

Abstract 

The definition of intervention strategies for the restoration and the functional actualization of historic and high artistic quality 
artifacts, postulates a systemic approach for the different variables that contribute to the definition of the project. This paper 
presents an emblematic case study of an historic building, the church of St. Francis in San Giovanni in Persiceto near Bologna, 
one of the most representative of the architectural construction of Bolognese Baroque, built by Alfonso Torreggiani. The 
expected new functions as exhibition hall and/or concert activities, requires a search for integrated strategies to ensure indoor 
comfort requirements (thermo-hygrometric, acoustics) and to define  HVAC plant equipment for the reduction of energy 
consumption without affecting the historic values and artistic perception of the building. 
Therefore, the analysis of the church in the survey phase, besides the usual historical and architectural investigations, should 
investigate the potential issues and the critical aspects of structures, like the multilayered floor and refined decorations that lines 
the walls of the nave. Understanding the intimate rationality of the building (presence of  any shafts, steps etc .) is a prerequisite 
for the inclusion of plant components  without altering the visual perception and to optimize the acoustic and the climatization 
plant systems. 
Although the use of renewable energy are required today for all new plant systems, in this case it was decided to exclude invasive 
elements that could have altered the image of the entire monumental complex of which the church belongs. The proposed HVAC 
plant, after an analysis of dynamic thermal behaviour of the building, is an air-conditioning system coupled to radiant heating 
system to ensure, in a climate context with high humidity levels, the optimal temperature and humidity not only for comfort 
conditions but also for preservation of the building itself and of artistic works. 
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1. Introduction 

The need to protect the urban environment and to restore its historical heritage to the collective use, requires that 
individual cultural goods have a highly compatible feature. This need is already sanctioned with the concept of 
'integrated conservation' in the Amsterdam Declaration [1] in which the monument is designed as an integrated 
element in its urban context, assigning a function so as to ensure its use. 

The “function” is not the main objective, but simply the means of achieving the goal of conservation according to 
the criteria of good restoration, conceived as an act of culture as well as technical competence. The reuse, then, 
allows the artifact to maintain historical memory and to perform those maintenance actions which are the true 
guarantors of its preservation. All works related to functional recovery must also be designed according to good 
restoration guidelines; therefore, consolidation, regulatory compliance, environmental comfort, energy saving, plant 
installations, acoustic quality, should not be dealt as a separate variables, but as members of a one system closely 
integrated. 

The restoration project must be developed by pursuing the prudential criteria of the discipline: minimal 
intervention, distinctness and expressive authenticity, reversibility, without inserting improper and impacting 
installations, but at the same time combining historical sensitivity with technical skills enabling targeted solutions 
for each  individual case [2]. 

The design process, shared by different designers, must provide a depth knowledge of goods through the 
extension of the classic investigation of the restoration to new themes in order to identify the values, limits of 
intervention and transformation. In particular the inclusion of new technological systems requires more investigation 
aimed at determining the parts of the building, less connoted form historical and architectural point of view, that are 
more adapted for new plant components. Different methodological approach can be used to define action strategies, 
all based on multidisciplinary analysis. A general deductive-experimental approach based on different cases studies  
can be used: from a critical reading of spaces and of its characteristic elements (decorative elements, non-replaceable 
floors, pipes, chimneys etc.), a “reversibility matrix” is defined [3] in order to identify the degrees of freedom and 
the different levels of compatibility with the introduction of additional measures for the improvement comfort and 
the energy performance. 

The design of all plant systems aimed at controlling the indoor environmental quality (thermal, acoustics, 
lighting) requires in general, and in particular in this specific case, a peculiar caution and accuracy, due to the 
complexity of the functions and intended uses, avoiding forcing on the nature of the historical artifact, but at the 
same time ensuring all the necessary performances. 

In particular the system design approach for the restoration and reutilization of a historical and monumental 
building requires special caution and accuracy, due to the complexity of the functions and of the uses required, 
avoiding forcing the nature of architecture but, at the same time, combining the architectural language with that of 
modern plants, through the implementation of an integrated project. 

2. The case study 

The case study is the church of St. Francis in San Giovanni in Persiceto, placed inside a convent complex and 
founded in the thirteenth century by the Franciscan order; over the centuries it has undergone transformations such 
as the fifteenth-century expansion, damage during wartimes and decay due to improper use after Napoleonic 
disposals. Although the planimetric structure is still that of 15th century with a single nave, the building was 
radically changed in 18th century, according to the project of the famous architect Alfonso Torreggiani, where the 
walls were raised to emphasize the height in relation to the planimetric length and a new system of vaulted roofing 
was creates. The new building developed in the Baroque style, according to a widespread typology in the Bologna 
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area, is enriched with elegant decorations consisting of stucco and paintings on the lateral walls of the church, whose 
the entablature evolves like a decorated ribbon. The terminal part of the church maintained the existing rectangular 
apse, while in the project should be circular. 

The monumental church, outside, appears sober for the lack of decorative elements, with the exception of a frame 
located under the roof (Fig. 1). The single-spired façade has a rectangular central window, very simple, as well as the 
underlying portal, since the building was originally to enjoy great brightness, while today almost all the windows 
have been blocked. The overall length is about 44 m, with an internal height between 18 m and 21 m at the dome, 
and a total volume of about 10.400 m3. 

The preliminary survey has provided important information on future plant system choices. The flooring is 
composed of layers of different ages so, for his historical and archaeological interest, a floor heating system cannot 
be done. Also many decorations and frescoes are present on the walls, requiring a temperature and humidity control. 
The raised portico with its rooms adjacent to the nave church provides potential spaces for plant and equipment 
installation, also the altars on the two sides give opportunity for the insertion of ventilation channels. 

The reuse of this church is addressed to an auditorium, concert hall and/or exhibition hall. Among the different 
destinations, the following considerations will be referred to the more onerous project scenario, namely that of an 
auditorium, designed to accommodate up to 140 people. 

Fig. 1. San Francesco Church in San Giovanni in Persiceto. 

3. Energy analysis 

3.1. Modeling criteria  

The energy model of the church has been created with a dynamic simulation software (Design Builder+Energy 
Plus). Due to great internal volume of the church, it has been divided into 15 thermal zones (each of these at uniform 
temperature) as a compromise between a good reliability of the model (for taking in account thermal gradient and 
internal airflows) and lower computational times. The subdivision of the volume has been realized by inserting 
vertical virtual partitions (enabling radiative energy exchanges between sub-zones) and horizontal partition (Fig. 2): 
then holes are generated on both kind of partitions covering all the surfaces extension, enabling the calculation of air 
flows between sub-zones as a result of the internal temperature gradients and infiltrations from external doors and 
windows. The Airflow Network model used by Energy Plus, is based on empirical power-law relationship between 
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