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Abstract

In the transition to the circular economy (CE) mladeEurope, increasing public awareness is
one of the major driving forces. This paper presdhe results of an evaluation of public
awareness and attitudes about CE in the Malopotsiian of southern Poland. The data used
in this study was collected by random distributadrquestionnaires the Malopolska region
and interviews with 430 respondents. Malopolska @rassen for research because the region
has significant economic and social potential, features serious environmental problems —
primarily air pollution. As environmental proteatichas become an important aspect for
regional and local policy, the CE concept has dyedegun to be promoted. The
guestionnaires distributed to residents were do/idgo three areas: (1) knowledge and
attitudes about CE, (2) CE-related behaviour, &)duture development of CE in the region.
Theresults show that the CE concept was well recognmainly by the younger generation,
which is more familiar with CE-related behavioutikel waste segregation and buying
recycled and remanufactured goods. The findingstiaddlly indicate that sharing and
collaborative economy practices are becoming pomreong residents due to the belief that
such services create more economic, environmeatal,social benefits for users. People’s
awareness of the CE concept also has a positivelation with their educational level, such
individuals believing that the CE model could, Ire tfuture, be implemented in the region.
However, this requires time and additional econoanid educational resources.
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