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Abstract

In the past decade, palm oil has risen to becomenttst produced and consumed vegetable oil in the
world. Growth of commercial plantations in Southéssia and recent expansions in West Africa and
Latin America have led to a growing call for thestsinable production of palm oil, driven to a large
extent by concerns over the associated impactsefofektation and biodiversity losses. This study
investigates the academic response to the calthéosustainable production of palm oil by
identifying and analysing Thomson Reuters InstifateScientific Information indexed palm oil
sustainability related publications from 2004-2018e results show that the total number of
publications has increased exponentially from 12004 to 713 by 2013. However, this growth is
shown to be carried mainly by research within técdiraspects of palm oil residue use; publications
in the categories of land use & land use changaliv®rsity and socio-economic aspects have
increased, but the growth has been markedly sldiesrthus argued that there is currently an
imbalance in research strategies since the foauartts technical topics is at odds with the major
sustainability issues raised about palm oil pradactTo address the current imbalance in palm oil
research, this study proposes a holistic framevi@rpalm oil sustainability research with the aifm o
achieving multidisciplinary studies and emphasizotiaboration between industry and academia.
Research sponsors and public bodies in chargeesfcsg social science and technology research
frameworks will thus benefit from improved understang of where research and development
resources can be allocated to facilitate the tti@ansiowards improved sustainability.

Abbreviations

ARPOS Academic Research on Palm Oil Sustainal§Mgiaysian Research Network)
GHG Greenhouse Gases

HCS High Carbon Stock

HCV High Conservation Value

iLUC Indirect Land Use Change

ISI Institute for Scientific Information

LCA Life Cycle Assessment

LUC Land Use Change

LULUC Land Use & Land Use Change

POME Palm Qil Mill Effluent
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