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 12 

ABSTRACT 13 

Increasing energy demands resulting in the need for unconventional shale oil-gas resources 14 

are attracting ever more attention. However, although some studies have been conducted on 15 

unconventional shale oil resources, little work to date has been carried out on the potential of 16 

lacustrine mudstones and shale. In the Dongying Depression of the Bohai Bay Basin, China, 17 

significant amounts of oil have been recorded from more than one hundred wells, and flow has 18 

been verified in more than ten during conventional petroleum exploration. Because three 19 

boreholes aimed at exploring for shale oil have recently been drilled in this depression, we 20 

describe here the characteristics of lacustrine mudstones and shale and provide a preliminary 21 
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