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Abstract

Oncocytomas are distinct tumors characterized by an abnormal accumulation of defective and (most
probably) dysfunctional mitochondria in cell cytoplasm of such tumors. This particular phenotype has
been studied for the last decades and the clarification of the etiopathogenic causes are still needed.
Several mechanisms involved in the formation and maintenance of oncocytomas are accepted as
reasonable causes, but the relevance and contribution of each one for oncocytic transformation may

depend on different cancer etiopathogenic contexts.
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