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Highlights: 

 The successful repositioning of a generic drug for a new indication 

 Obstacles in and suggestions for a European generic drug regulation  

 Differences between American and European generic drug regulation 

 Own primary data on drug prescriptions before and after license approval  

 

 

Teaser: Drug rediscovery comprises an emerging but challenging field in the area of drug development. 

A regulatory procedure for the repositioning of generic drugs is warranted, as illustrated by the case 

of thioguanine in The Netherlands. 

 

Identifying new indications for existing drugs creates new therapeutic options while bypassing much 

of the costs and time involved with bringing a new drug to market. The rediscovery of a generic drug, 

however, is a challenging pursuit because there is no formal regulatory approach and a lack of 
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