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1. The model

This study is inspired by observations of distributions of peculiar fish species in Lake Tanganyika [1]. In this lake,
extraordinarily in the world, the carnivore fishes have asymmetric faces. Actually they can be divided into two groups:
those with mouths turned to left and right, respectively. The members of the first group (with “left mouth”) attack their
prey mainly from the left while the other group prefers to attack from the right. One has observed that the prey, actually
herbivore fish, try to adapt to the distribution of left and right attacks against them. Their strategy seems to be rather rigid:
a given individual herbivore does not change his preference of paying more attention to against attacks from the left or from
the right during his life.

The above situation suggests several mathematical models concerning the development of population numbers or total
weights of the groups of left or right mouth carnivores and the groups of herbivores with various strategies against them.

Throughout this work let £ and X be two (finite) index sets representing the groups of herbivores and carnivores,
respectively. In the case described above we simply have two elements in both { and X; namely, the groups of herbivores
with right and left attention preference in £, and the groups of carnivores with right and left distorted mouths in K. However,
for technical reasons we may not restrict the numbers of the subspecies. In the sequel we shall write n; = n;(t) for the
number of the herbivores at time ¢ in group i € 4. Similarly, m, = m(t) will denote the number of the carnivores at time
t in group k € K. Our basic idea for constructing differential equations for these function is the following.

The whole system of the nutrition chain consisting of plants, herbivores and carnivores is supported by the energy flow
provided by the Sun. We assume that the intensity of this flow is constant, and furthermore we assume that the growth

* Corresponding author. Tel.: +36 62 544 548.
E-mail addresses: denesa@math.u-szeged.hu (A. Dénes), hatvani@math.u-szeged.hu (L. Hatvani), stacho@math.u-szeged.hu (L.L. Staché).

0362-546X/$ - see front matter © 2010 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.na.2010.03.048


http://www.elsevier.com/locate/na
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/na
mailto:denesa@math.u-szeged.hu
mailto:hatvani@math.u-szeged.hu
mailto:stacho@math.u-szeged.hu
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.na.2010.03.048

A. Dénes et al. / Nonlinear Analysis 73 (2010) 650-659 651

of the total mass of the plants due to the constant solar energy flow is C per time unit. Plants will be eaten by herbivores:
we assume that an individual with weight w consumes the percentage «(w) from the total mass of plants during a time
unit. Here we make a crucial additional assumption: each group i € J{ consists of individuals with the same weight w;(t)
at the time t. Similarly we assume that each carnivore group k € X consists of individuals with weight u, = u(t). By
writing K = K (t) for the total mass of plants at time t, our hypothesis concerning plants and herbivores can be formulated
as follows:

K=cC- Zn,-oz(w,-)K.
i

In this note we are only concerned with one period (actually one year) development without mating. We assume that
carnivores do not die during this time, thus their numbers my(t) are constant in time. On the other hand, the number of
herbivores will be decreased by the carnivores. We assume that the various groups are homogeneously located in the lake
and the number of attacks is proportional to their density. That is, with some constant p, in a time unit we have pn;m;, attacks
by carnivores of type k against herbivores of type i. Concerning the outcome of such an attack, we assume that a herbivore
from the group i with weight w will be eaten by a carnivore from the group k of weight u with a probability %% (w, u).
Thus

M = — Z pBP (wi, wnimy.
k
Let y (e, w) denote the weight that a herbivore of weight w gains by eating e amount of plants. The weight that a carnivore
loses without eating during a time unit is denoted by y (w). Thus
wi =y ((w)K, wi) — y (wj).
As we have assumed that during the period of development the carnivores do not die (they just lose weight), we have:
my, = 0.

Let (e, u) denote the weight that a carnivore of weight u gains by eating e amount of herbivores. The weight that a carnivore
loses without eating during a time unit is denoted by §(u). Thus

e =8 (Z PpBYY (wi, wo)wimimy, Uk) — 3.
i

2. Simplification of the model

We assume that some functions in the model are linear: a(w) = aw, y (e, w) = ye, 8(e, u) = de, B4X (w, u) = P,
7 (w) = pw and §(u) = Su. Under these assumptions we have the equations

K=C- Zn,-ozw,-K,
i

==y B nmyp,

k

w; = yowK — yw;,

. - -

u =3dp Z B winmy — Suy.

i

We introduce the new variables x; := nw; and y, := myu, for the total weight of the herbivores and the carnivores,
respectively. For the new variables we have

Xp = mw; + mw;

= - Z B nmypw; + niyawiK — niy w;
X

= [ayK -7 -0 ﬂ“”‘)mk} X
P
and
Vi = Myl
= miép Z ﬁ(l’k)w,‘n,‘ — mkéuk
i

msp Z BE0x — Sy
i
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