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Commentary 

In 1978 Parkman, et al.1 were the first to successfully treat two children with Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome 

(WAS) by transplanting HLA-matched bone marrow grafts after myeloblative conditioning with total body 

irradiation, procarbazine, and anti-thymocyte globulin.  They hypothesized that “immunosuppression and an 

adequate reduction in recipient hematopoietic stem cells” were required to provide “space” for donor stem 

cell engraftment. Forty years later Balashov and colleagues, in this issue of the Biology of Bone Marrow 

and Blood Transplantation, continue to expand upon the concept of opening marrow niches or “making 
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