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Highlights  

• CECs and MPs are proposed as indicators for tumor progression and aggressive NSCLC. 

• Baseline CEC and MP levels increased in SCLC patients compared with controls. 

• Higher basal MP numbers were correlated with decreased values of ETV in SCLC. 

• Basal CEC and MP levels predicted tumor response and long-term survival in SCLC.  

• CECs and MPs may be determinants of disease for cancer management in the future. 
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