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Abstract
A summary of the First Signature Series Event, “Advancements in Cellular Therapies and Regenerative Medicine for Di-
gestive Diseases,” held on May 3, 2017, in London, United Kingdom, is presented. Twelve speakers from three continents
covered major topics in the areas of cellular therapy and regenerative medicine applied to liver and gastrointestinal medi-
cine as well as to diabetes mellitus. Highlights from their presentations, together with an overview of the global impact of
digestive diseases and a proposal for a shared online collection and data-monitoring platform tool, are included in this pro-
ceedings. Although growing evidence demonstrate the feasibility and safety of exploiting cell-based technologies for the treatment
of digestive diseases, regulatory and methodological obstacles will need to be overcome before the successful implementa-
tion in the clinic of these novel attractive therapeutic strategies.
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Introduction

The Signature Series Event “Advancements in Cel-
lularTherapies and Regenerative Medicine for Digestive

Diseases” was held as a pre-meeting of the 25th In-
ternational Society for Cellular Therapy annual
congress in London, United Kingdom, May 3, 2017.
This was the first workshop organized under the
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auspices of the Society that was fully dedicated to the
application of stem cell and tissue engineering tech-
nologies to digestive diseases.The symposium convened
opinion leaders from three continents and seven coun-
tries, with a common interest in developing cell therapy
platforms and regenerative medicine (RM) technolo-
gies for clinical application in liver diseases and
diabetes, as well as illnesses affecting the digestive tract.
The event represented an opportunity to share knowl-
edge and experience and promote understanding of
the supporting technologies and potential target popu-
lations, with the overarching goal of enabling the clinical
implementation of promising cell- and RM-based
therapies.This article succinctly reports the topics that
were discussed and the debate generated as a result.

Background

Prof. Carolina Ciacci: the global impact of digestive
diseases

The Signature Series Event was opened by Professor
Ciacci,who contextualized the global impact of digestive
diseases. According to http://vizhub.healthdata.org,
in the past 25 years,human life expectancy has increased

by more than 5 years worldwide, mainly due to a sig-
nificant decrease of mortality for cardiovascular diseases
and cancer (Figure 1, upper panel). By contrast, im-
provement of management of digestive diseases,
including colorectal cancer, accounts for an average
increase of life expectancy from 1990 to 2015 of only
0.1 year. In addition, the prevalence of a number of
disorders affecting the digestive system, mostly those
characterized by a chronic inflammatory process, has
undergone a significant increase not only because a
growing number of patients are now correctly diag-
nosed but also by virtue of a real spread in the general
population [1]. Among the illnesses showing an in-
creased frequency are inflammatory bowel diseases,
including Crohn disease (CD) and ulcerative colitis
[2], and other autoimmune conditions affecting the
intestine, such as celiac disease [3]; the liver, such as
autoimmune hepatitis [4]; and the pancreas, with au-
toimmune pancreatitis [5] and type I diabetes [6].These
disorders are expected to reach epidemic levels in the
near future and, as their peak of incidence is in the
young adult age-group with consequent impairment
of patient’s work productivity, the social and econom-
ic impact may be disastrous. Moreover, recent pooled

Figure 1. Mortality rate in the United Kingdom over time. During the past 45 years, we witnessed a significant decrease of mortality, as
showed by the data from both female and male adult populations in the United Kingdom (upper panel). By contrast, in the past 30 years,
the mortality rate in inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) has risen (lower panel). Data are from http://www.healthdata.org/gbd.
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