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Highlights  

 NIRS equations calibrated on grass silages were tested on clover-containing silages 

 There was adequate prediction accuracy for some variables, including digestibility 

 Crude protein and protein degradability showed poorer prediction accuracy 

 Crude protein and nitrogen degradability bias increased with clover concentration 

 Creating bespoke grass-clover calibration equations increased prediction accuracy  

 

Abstract  

The purpose of this study was to ascertain whether Near Infra-Red Reflectance 

Spectroscopy (NIRS) prediction equations calibrated on grass silage samples, could 
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