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Highlights  

 A two-choice discrimination task assessed relational class concept learning in dogs. 

 Dogs exhibited conceptual behaviour in the form of relational concept learning. 

 There were differences in dog’s generalization capabilities across certain shapes. 

 Behavioral stimulus generalization does not explain performance.  

 

 

  

Abstract 

One central issue in the study of animal cognition concerns conceptual behaviour, 

where an organism categorises objects, events, and relationships so as to transfer previously 

learned rules to novel contexts. In this study, we investigated whether or not dogs 

demonstrate conceptual behaviour in the form of simple relational class concept learning. A 
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