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Highlights 

• The Lepeopthteirus salmonis rhabdoviruses do not affect salmon louse development, 
size or fecundity. 

• The Lepeopthteirus salmonis rhabdoviruses is localized to the salmon louse salivary 
gland 

• The cutaneous immune response towards salmon louse includes an increase of IL1β, 
IL8, IL4/13A and NCCRP-1 mRNA at the lice attachment site. 

• Higher levels of IL1β and IL8 were seen in response to virus free lice than virus 
infected lice 
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