
�������� ��	
���
��

The perception and acceptability of pre-slaughter and post-slaughter stunning
for halal production: The views of UK Islamic scholars and halal consumers

Awal Fuseini, Steve B. Wotton, Phil J. Hadley, Toby G. Knowles

PII: S0309-1740(16)30315-1
DOI: doi:10.1016/j.meatsci.2016.09.013
Reference: MESC 7101

To appear in: Meat Science

Received date: 26 May 2016
Revised date: 27 September 2016
Accepted date: 28 September 2016

Please cite this article as: Fuseini, A., Wotton, S.B., Hadley, P.J. & Knowles, T.G.,
The perception and acceptability of pre-slaughter and post-slaughter stunning for halal
production: The views of UK Islamic scholars and halal consumers, Meat Science (2016),
doi:10.1016/j.meatsci.2016.09.013

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.meatsci.2016.09.013
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.meatsci.2016.09.013


AC
C

EP
TE

D
 M

AN
U

SC
R

IP
T

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

 1 

The perception and acceptability of pre-slaughter and post-slaughter 

stunning for Halal production: The views of UK Islamic scholars and Halal 

consumers. 

Awal Fuseini
a
, Steve B. Wotton

a
, Phil J. Hadley

b
, Toby G. Knowles

a 

a
University of Bristol, School of Veterinary Science, Langford, Bristol, BS40 5DU, 

UK 

b
AHDB, Creech Castle, Taunton, Somerset TA1 2DX, UK 

Correspondence: Awal Fuseini (awalfus@yahoo.com) 

Abstract 

The importance of religious slaughter from economic, emotive and ethical viewpoints 

is significant. There are apparent economic benefits associated with trading in meats 

slaughtered according to religious traditions. Some religious authorities insist on the 

slaughter of animals without stunning, but this, according to many researchers, 

compromises animal welfare. We conducted a survey of Islamic scholars and Halal 

consumers, 66 scholars from 55 organisations and 314 consumers from 54 UK 

cities/towns were surveyed. Forty-nine scholars were interviewed through pre-

arranged meetings, 17 surveyed online whilst all 314 consumers were either surveyed 

online or through the remote completion of copies of the questionnaire. Most of the 

scholars (>95%) (CI 86.9 to 98.4%) agreed that if an animal is stunned and then 

slaughtered by a Muslim and the method of stunning does not result in death, cause 

physical injury or obstruct bleed-out, the meat would be Halal and 53% (CI 47 to 

58%) consumers also thought such meat would be Halal.   

Highlights 

 The Quran prohibits Muslims from eating dead animals 

 Some Muslims believe pre-slaughter stunning is contrary to the Halal rules 

 We surveyed 66 Islamic scholars and 314 Halal consumers in the UK 
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