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Abstract 

The aim of this study was to investigate the in vivo effect of Solid Lipid Microparticles 

(SLM), proposed for topical ocular administration of cyclosporine, on the rabbit eye. 

SLM carrier is an aqueous dispersion of lipid microparticles (20% w/w) with a size up 

to 15 µm. Cyclosporine was dissolved in the formulation in the concentration of 0.5 or 2.0% 

(w/w). Ocular tolerance of microsphere dispersion was assessed in rabbit model by the Draize 

eye test (SLM was compared with emulsion and oily solution), and cyclosporine distribution 

in ocular tissues was evaluated after multiple application of tested formulations (SLM 

dispersions, emulsions and oily solution) for 7 days. 

Good tolerance of cyclosporine-SLM formulation was demonstrated in the rabbit 

model. Concentration of cyclosporine in the precorneal tissues, such as cornea and 

conjunctiva, was much higher than the therapeutic value (8.4 ng/mg and 3.2 ng/mg, 

respectively). After SLM administration, the cyclosporine concentrations determined in the 

anterior ocular tissues, were also significantly higher compared to those obtained after the 

application of other tested carriers (emulsions and oily solution). 

The obtained results prove that the recognized SLM dispersions are safe formulations 

for ophthalmic use. It can be concluded that lipid microparticles are highly promising for an 

efficient ophthalmic drug delivery, when compared to other conventional dosage forms. 
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