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Abstract 

Ethnopharmacological relevance:  

The Mauritian endemic flora has been recorded to be used as medicinal for nearly 300 years. 

Despite acceptance of these endemic plants among the local population, proper documentation of 

their therapeutic uses is scarce. This review aims at summarizing documented traditional uses of 

Mauritian endemic plants with existing scientific data of their alleged bioactivities, showing 

there is a need for more stringent evidence-based validations for clinical efficacy.  

Material and Methods:  

We made a comprehensive bibliographic search of Mauritian endemic plants on ethnobotanical 

textbooks, regional and local herbal pharmacopeia and dissertations and theses, concurrently 

with screening of peer-reviewed journals. Available data on the usage of Mauritian endemic 

plants in the folklore medicine and scientific investigation were correlated.  
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