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ABSTRACT 

Ethnopharmacological relevance:  

The purpose of this study was to record, analyze, and identify ethnopharmacological implications for oral 

traditional knowledge regarding the medicinal use of animals by indigenous people living in Wolchulsan 

National Park, Korea. 

Materials and methods:  

Data were collected through interviews, informal meetings, open and group discussions, and observations 

guided by semi-structured questionnaires. Data were analyzed via quantitative analysis of informant consensus 

factor and fidelity level, and network analysis, including centrality and clustering analysis. 

Results:  

A total of 46 families, 59 genera, and 60 species of animals, as well as 373 methods of usage, were recorded. 

Fish comprised 31.7% of the total animal species recorded, followed by mammals at 20.0%, arthropods at 

18.3%, and mollusks at 11.7%. Of these animals, 48.0% were utilized as food and 46.1% for medicinal use. 

Quantitative analysis showed that the category with the highest degree of consensus from informants was 

veterinary ailments (informant consensus factor value, 0.96). This was followed by poisonings (0.93), pains 

(0.92), genitourinary system disorders (0.91), cuts and wounds (0.89), and other medical conditions. The lowest 
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