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Graphical abstract 

 

We decided against a graphical abstract as in our opinion it does not seem suitable for the 

subject covered by our review.  

 

Abstract 

 

Pneumocystis jirovecii pneumonia (PJP) is an opportunistic infection diagnosed in 

immunocompromized patients. After solid organ transplantation, early infection has decreased 

as a result of effective prophylaxis, but late infections and even outbreaks caused by 

interpatient transmission of pneumocystis by air are present in the SOT community. Different 

risk factors for PJP have been described and several indications for PJP prophylaxis have to 

be considered by clinicians in patients even years after transplantation. Diagnosis of PJP is 

confirmed by microscopy and immunofluorescence staining of bronchial fluid but PCR as 

well as serum ß-D-Glucan analysis have become increasingly valuable diagnostic tools. 

Treatment of choice is Trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole and early treatment improves 

prognosis. However, mortality of PJP in solid organ transplant patients is still high and many 

aspects including the optimal management of immunosuppression during PJP treatment 

require further investigations. 
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