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Bed bugs

QUESTION:
During the preoperative assessment, the RN noticed a
series of bullous red spots on the patient’s legs. Unsure
what they might be, she consulted with the surgeon and
contacted the infection preventionist. Suspecting bed bugs,
the team inspected the patient’s belongings and found bed
bugs in the piping and seams of a small pillow she brought
with her from the long-term care facility. What does

AORN recommend when bed bugs are found in the
OR suite?

ANSWER:
When bed bugs are suspected, the first steps are to positively
identify the insect, determine the area affected, consider
chemical and nonchemical interventions, and assess the risk of
noninfected areas to minimize future infestations.1 Bed bugs
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