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Purpose: A Slow Dawning For Us All? 
 

“I often think it comical (fah-la-la-lah…) how Nature always doth contrive (fah-la-la-

lah) 

That every boy and every gal that's born into this world alive 

Is either a little Liberal or else a little Conservative (fah-la-la-lah)... 

Sgt Willis, Iolanthe, Gilbert and Sullivan 
 

You will have noticed how some people usually expect good outcomes and others for 

whom the ‘glass is half empty’; quite draining companions. In science seminars, some 

are usually interested in new ideas and constructively critical while others remain 

unimpressed. Some scientific colleagues and students assume a priori that Nature is 

randomly pointless and others that it is purposeful. A Professorial science friend and 

colleague, then unknowingly near the end of his life, once remarked to me “What's 

the point of it all?”  

 My worldview was early fixed with the astounding picture of the Periodic 

Table, the exquisite order making chemistry so much easier to grasp. Order to me 

spelt Purpose but it has taken decades more to figure out why it is actually more 

general. I once watched a squadron of lightning-fast swallows hunting swarms of 

minute flying things over the lakeside. Their bodies were so clearly fit for purpose, as 

were their feast-victims so fortuitously prolific. Such Darwinian adaptation exists all 

around. 

 So Purpose does exist. But Purpose demands some job not yet complete. Swallows 

do their bit for the food chain while humans are parasitic and could destroy it. Is there 

a deeper point to it all, for humans? Does it matter anyway?   

 As human populations reach critical mass and we see their problems made worse 

worldwide by climate change, personal and corporate greed, gross inequality and a 

litany of other divisive issues, it is impossible to deny that this century will be critical 

for all life forms on Earth. If humanity could see even a hope of a Higher Purpose and 

be incentivised to follow it, then yes it matters. No small task. 

 To be sure there is a large body of opinion in science that could be familiarly 

paraphrased as the Dawkins/Hawking Axis of Nihil. This opinion offers, literally, 

nothing, especially for Purpose. Are there cogent scientific reasons to dispute 

Nihilism? 
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