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Abstract 

Objectives: To examine the frequency and time spent in the phases of Australian Football (AF) match-play 

and to assess the intra-assessor reliability of coding these phases of match-play. 

Design: Observational, intra-reliability assessment. 

Methods: Video footage of 10 random quarters of AF match-play were coded by a single researcher. Phases 

of offence, defence, contested play, umpire stoppage, set shot and goal reset were coded using a set of 

operational definitions. Descriptive statistics were provided for all phases of match-play. Following a 6-

month washout period, intra-coder reliability was assessed using typical error of measurement (TEM) and 

intra-class correlation coefficients (ICC). 

Results: A quarter of AF match-play involved 128 ± 20 different phases of match-play. The highest 

proportion of match-play involved contested play (25%), followed by offence (18%), defence (18%) and 
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