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Clinical Practice Points  

· Most of the Plasmablastic lymphoma cases are present in HIV patients.  

· We present a case of Plasmablastic lymphoma with parotid gland involvement in an HIV        
negative patient, with complete response to Bortezomib and Lenalidomide.  

· Bortezomib and Lenalidomide are drugs with excellent results in multiple myeloma.  

· Currently there is no standard of care for Plasmablastic lymphoma and the majority of cases 
have a poor outcome. 

 

 

Abstract  

Plasmablastic lymphoma (PBL) is an unusual disorder which shares some features with 
myeloma. The vast majority of cases have been reported in human immunodeficiency virus 
(HIV) positive patients. It usually presents in the oral cavity and is considered as an 
aggressive lymphoma with a very poor prognosis for which there is no standard of care. 
Despite treatment most of the patients have a suboptimal outcome. Here we present a case 
of PBL presenting in the parotid gland of an HIV negative patient who upon relapse 
responded well to a regimen that included bortezomib and lenalidomide, drugs with 
excellent activity in myeloma. 

 

Introduction  

PBL is a rare type of Non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) with a predilection for the oral 
cavity. It is more commonly found in elderly patients infected with HIV and Epstein-Barr-
Virus (EBV). Since its description in 1997 [1], the vast majority of cases have been 
described in HIV positive patients [2]. Some instances have been described in HIV 
negative patients involving other organs; one-third of these occurred in patients treated 
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