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Dear Editor,

We are grateful to the authors, Dr. Beverly et al, and the Journal for sharing with us this detailed
analysis of the NSQIP database for unplanned reintubation risk in more than 18,500 cardiac
surgery patients (1). The study highlights the worrying association between perioperative

unplanned reintubation and worse outcomes in cardiac surgical patients.

The concern with such a retrospective study, of course, is the variability of care amongst the 400
centres as well as the limitation to only those variables already collected, both potentially

confounding the outcomes beyond the risk factors analysed and reported.
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