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OPEN ACCESS

This journal offers authors a choice in publishing their research:

OPEN ACCESS

� Articles are freely available to both subscribers and the wider public

with permitted reuse.

� An open access publication fee is payable by authors or on their
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Editorial Comments.
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Copyright Transfer and Relationship with Industry forms. Only the corre-

sponding author may electronically sign the copyright form; however, ALL

AUTHORS ARE REQUIRED TO ELECTRONICALLY SIGN A RELATIONSHIP
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mailed to the author. Authors can access and confirm receipt of forms by

logging into their account online. Each author will be alerted if his or her

form has not been completed by the deadline.
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is sent to the publisher, the links to the electronic forms will no longer be
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Studies should be in compliancewith human studies committees and animal

welfare regulations of the authors’ institutions and Food and Drug Admin-

istration guidelines.

Human studies must be performed with the subjects’ written informed

consent.Authorsmust provide the details of this procedure and indicate that

the institutional committee on human research has approved the study

protocol. If radiation is used in a research procedure, the radiation exposure

must be specified in the Methods.

Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics committee approval and

informedconsent,which shouldbedocumented inyourpaper. Patientshave

a right to privacy. Therefore, identifying information, including patients’

images, names, initials, or hospital numbers, should not be included in

videos, recordings, written descriptions, photographs, and pedigrees unless

the information is essential for scientific purposes and you have obtained

written informed consent for publication in print and electronic form from

the patient (or parent, guardian, or next of kin where applicable). If such

consent is made subject to any conditions, the editorial office must be
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Written consents must be provided to the editorial office on request.

Even where consent has been given, identifying details should be omitted

if they are not essential. If identifying characteristics are altered to protect

anonymity, such as in genetic pedigrees, authors should provide assurance

that alterations do not distort scientific meaning and editors should so

note. If such consent has not been obtained, personal details of patients

included in any part of the paper and in any supplementary materials

(including all illustrations and videos) must be removed before
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Animal investigationmust conform to the ‘‘Position of the American Heart

Association on Research Animal Use,’’ adopted by the AHA on November 11,

1984. If equivalent guidelines are used, they should be indicated. The AHA
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by veterinarians, and all facilities and transportation must comply with

current legal requirements and guidelines; 2) research involving animals

should be done only when alternative methods to yield needed information

are not possible; 3) anesthesiamust be used in all surgical interventions, and

allunnecessarysuffering shouldbeavoidedandresearchmustbe terminated

if unnecessary pain or fear results; and 4) animal facilities must meet the

standards of the American Association for Accreditation of Laboratory

Animal Care (AAALAC).

The JACC Journals have an ethics committee comprised of 7 members,

whichoversees quality control andwill look into the issues of concern, if any.

AUTHORSHIP/COVER LETTER

Each author must have contributed significantly to the submitted work. If

there are more than 4 authors, the contribution of each must be sub-

stantiated in the cover letter. If authorship is attributed to a group (either

solelyor inaddition to 1ormore individual authors), allmembersof thegroup

mustmeet the full criteria and requirements for authorship. To save space, if

groupmembers have been listed in JACC: Heart Failure, the article should be

referenced rather than reprinting the list. The Editors consider authorship to

include all of the following: 1) conception and design or analysis and inter-

pretation of data, or both; 2) drafting of themanuscript or revising it critically

for important intellectual content; 3) final approval of the manuscript sub-

mitted (Participation solely in the collection of data does not justify author-

ship but may be appropriately acknowledged in the Acknowledgment

section); and 4) agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in

ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the

work are appropriately investigated and resolved (http://www.icmje.org/

recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-

authors-and-contributors.html).

Manuscriptsmust be submittedwith a cover letter stating that: 1) the paper

is not under consideration elsewhere; 2) none of the paper’s contents have

been previously published; 3) all authors have read and approved the

manuscript; and 4) the full disclosure of any relationship with industry (see

“Relationship with Industry Policy”). Exceptions must be explained.

The corresponding author should be specified in the cover letter. All

editorial communications will be sent to this author. The corresponding

author will be our contact for submission queries. A short paragraph telling

the editorswhy the authors think their papermerits publication prioritymay

be included in the cover letter. Potential reviewers may be suggested in the

cover letter, as well as reviewers to avoid.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION

OF ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPERS

Original research papers should present original research conducted by the

investigators that resulted in reportable findings. Such papers should

contribute new information that is important to the field of study. Original

research papers should include an introduction, hypothesis and purpose,

methods, results, discussion, and implications for clinical practice. Because

of the printed page limitations, the Editors require that manuscripts not

exceed 4,500 words (the word count begins at the Introduction of the text

and includes references and figure legends). Note that if you are asked to

revise your paper, an alternate word limit may be specified by the Editors.

Illustrations and tables should be limited to those necessary to highlight key

data. Please provide gender-specific data, when appropriate, in describing

outcomes of epidemiologic analyses or clinical trials, or specifically state that

no gender-baseddifferenceswerepresent. For original researchdealingwith

genetic associations, authors should refer to the following article: Ginsburg

GS, Shah SH,McCarthy JJ. Taking cardiovascular genetic association studies

to the next level. J Am Coll Cardiol 2007;50:930–2.

The manuscript should be arranged as follows: 1) title page, including

authordisclosures andacknowledgments (if applicable) anda titleofnomore

than 15 words; 2) structured abstract and key words; 3) abbreviations list; 4)

text; 5) Clinical Perspectives: Competencies in Medical Knowledge and
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8) tables.
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