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Abstract 
Aim 

Although the importance of bystander cardiopulmonary resuscitation has been shown in 
multiple studies, the rate of bystander cardiopulmonary resuscitation is still relatively low 
in many countries. Little is known on bystanders’ perceptions influencing the decision to 
start cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Our study aims to determine such factors. 
 

Materials and Methods 
Semi-structured telephone interviews with bystanders of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests 
between December 2014 and April 2016 were performed in a prospective manner. This 
single-centre survey was conducted in the city of Münster, Germany. The bystander’s sex 
and age, the perception of the victim’s breathing and initial condition were correlated 
with the share of bystander cardiopulmonary resuscitation in the corresponding group. 
 

Results 
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