Accepted Manuscript E——
GERIATRIC
PSYCHIATRY :

Title: Invited Perspective on “Assessing the Decision Making Capacity of
Terminally 11l Patients with Cancer”

Author: Jen Seaman

PII: S1064-7481(17)30574-2
DOl: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jagp.2017.12.010
Reference: AMGP 984

To appear in: The American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry

Received date:  22-12-2017
Accepted date:  26-12-2017

Please cite this article as: Jen Seaman, Invited Perspective on “Assessing the Decision Making
Capacity of Terminally Il Patients with Cancer”, The American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry
(2018), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jagp.2017.12.010.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will
undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its
final form. Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could
affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.



Manuscript Number: AMGP-17-394
Full Title: Invited perspective on "Assessing the decision making capacity of terminally ill patients
with cancer"

Article Type: Invited Perspective

Corresponding Author: Jennifer Seaman, PhD, RN
Research Associate, CRISMA Center
Assistant Professor, School of Nursing, Department of Acute and Tertiary Care

University of Pittsburgh

Jbs31@pitt.edu
UNITED STATES

First Author: Jen Seaman
Order of Authors: Jen Seaman

Manuscript Region of Origin: UNITED STATES

Invited Perspective:

Autonomy or respect for persons is a cornerstone of ethical clinical practice, and clinicians strive
to involve patients in decision making about their care. However, in practice this standard is
difficult to achieve. As patients age and experience the cumulative effects of both acute and
chronic conditions, there is increasing likelihood that, when facing important decisions, they will
lack capacity. This is the problem addressed in the paper, “Assessing the decision making
capacity of terminally ill patients with cancer"’, where the investigators evaluated the decision
making capacity of 55 terminally ill cancer patients in a palliative care facility and 50 comparison
subjects from local community centers. They assessed capacity using two measures: physician
assessment of global capacity after interaction with the patient and the MacArthur Competence
Assessment Tool for Treatment (MacCAT-T), using a hypothetical vignette about artificial

nutrition and hydration in the setting of cachexia. The investigators drew two main conclusions
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