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Abstract

The effect of epilepsy extends beyond those with the diagnosis and impacts families,
communities and society. Caregiver and sibling quality of life is often negatively affected by
frequent seizures, comorbid behavioral and sleep disorders and stigma surrounding the
diagnosis. Furthermore, the negative impacts can be magnified by individual coping styles and
resources available to families of those with epilepsy. Beyond the family and immediate
caregivers, epilepsy impacts local communities by drawing additional resources from education
systems. The direct costs of caring for an individual with epilepsy and the indirect costs

associated with decreased productivity place financial strain on individuals and healthcare
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