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Case report  

Allergic reactions to antivenom in a patient bitten twice by the same snake 

within a month: A rare case report and literature review  

 

Fan-Jie Zeng, Cong Chen, Ming-Hua Liu* 

Emergency Department, Southwest Hospital, The Third Military Medical University, Chongqing 

400038, China. 
*Corresponding author: Tel: +86-023-68754105; Email: 1435257562@qq.com 

 

Abstract 

Antivenom is the most effective method currently available for the treatment of poisonous snake bite. 

Allergic reactions to antivenom have been reported in the past. Here we shared a case of allergic 

reactions to antivenom in an old male patient who was bitten twice by the same snake (probably same 

one) at the same biting site within a month whereas the patient did not show any allergic disorder in 

the first bitten. Envenomations twice in a short period time by the same kind of snake are very rare. 

Physician should be alert to the occurrence of allergic reactions in treating this type of patients with 

antivenom. The skin allergy test has a certain value in predicting the allergic response before the 

second use of antivenom. Desensitization may reduce the incidence of allergic reactions, but this is 

insufficient. Rather than non-IgE-mediated immediate hypersensitivity, patients receiving the second 

treatment of antivenom may develop IgE-mediated immediate hypersensitivity. Once happened, the 

antivenom treatment should be stopped promptly and anti-allergy treatment should be given 

immediately.  
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Introduction 

Anti-snake venom sera contain immune globulins or their fragments purified from plasma after the 

donor animals have been immunized with snake venom, and are mainly used for the treatment of 
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