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Abstract:

High-risk human papillomavirus (HR-HPV) is a causative agent for an increasing subset of oropharyngeal
squamous cell carcinoma. HPV 16 accounts for 90% of cases. The chance for malignant transformation
due to infection with high-risk HPV is proportional to the expression of the viral oncogene products E6

and E7, which inactivate p53 and retinoblastoma (Rb) tumor suppressor functions. P16 is a surrogate
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